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CINERARIA, sin e ra're all, a genus of
plants consisting of herbs or small shrubs,
with small-sized heads of flowers. They were
first found in South Africa. The name is
derived from the lower leaves, which are of
ashy appearance. A number of species are
cultivated for garden purposes, and from
these an almost endless variety of blossoms of
many different colors have been evolved.
They are a favorite hothouse plant. Purple,
red, and purple and white are the prevailing
colors of these popular aster-like flowers.
CINNA, se'na, Lucius cornelius, an
eminent Roman, a follower of Marius. Ob-
taining the consulship in 87 B. c., after the
expulsion of Marius from Rome, he im-
peached Sulla and endeavored to secure the
recall of Marius. Driven from the city, he
joined Marius and soon gained possession of
Rome. The friends of Sulla were massacred,
and Cinna and Marius made themselves con-
suls, 86 b. c. After the death of Marius the
army refused to follow Cinna against Sulla
and put him to death in 84 b. c. See marius.
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CINNABAR, sin'no, bahr, red sulphide of
mercury, the principal ore from, which
mercury is
obtained, oc-
c u r r i n g
a b undantly
in Spain,
C a lif ornia,
China, Aus
tria, Russia,
Peru and
South Af-
rica. It is of
a eoehineal-
r e d color,
and it is
used as a
paint under
the name
verm ilion,
See mer-
cury,
CINNA-
MON, sin'a
m o n, a
p 1 e a 3 i ng
c o ndiment,
popular
with cooks
confections.   In its native state it is the bark
 of the under branches of a species of laurel,
which is chiefly found in Ceylon, but grows
also in other parts of the East Indies. The
tree attains the height of twenty or thirty
feet, has oval leaves, pale yellow flowers and
acorn-shaped fruit. The Ceylonese bark
their trees in April and November. The
bark curls up into rolls or quills in the
process of drying and the smaller quills are
introduced into the larger ones for shipment.
These are later assorted according to quality
by tasters and are made into bundles. An oil
of cinnamon is prepared in Ceylon, but the
oil of cassia is generally substituted for it;
indeed, the cassia bark is often substituted
for cinnamon, to which it lias some resem-
blance, although in its qualities it is much
weaker. The leaves, the fruit and the root
of the cinnamon plant all yield oil of cin-
namon, a drug of considerable value.
CIRCASSIA, sirlcash'ea, a region of
European Russia, extending along the east-
ern shore of the Black Sea. It became
Russian in 1829. The principal source of
wealth in the district is petroleum.
Circassians, the name of the people who
inhabit Circassia. Both the men and women
are noted for their physical perfection, and
although they are somewhat dark the women
for scores of years, until recently, have been
sold into Turkish harems. The religion of
the higher class is Mohammedan, but the
lower classes are drifting away from the
strict letter of the faith, and their belief is
half Christian. They number about 150,000.
CIRCE, suifse, a fabled sorceress of Greek
mythology, who lived in the island of Aeaea,
represented by Homer as having converted
the companions of Ulysses into swine, after
having caused them to partake of an en-
chanted beverage. Milton, in Comus, refers
to the fable thus:
"Who knows not Circe,
The daughter of the Sun, whose charmed cup
Whoever tasted, lost his upright shape,
And downward fell into a groveling- swine?
Ulysses, tinder the guidance of Mercury,
resisted her enchantments and compelled her
to restore his companions.
CIRCLE, sur^k?!, a plane figure contained
by one line, called the circumference, "which
is so drawn that all its points are equally
distant from a certain point within, called
the center. The diameter of the circle is a
line drawn through the center and terminat-

